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recollections 

A local child receives fresh produce from one of the many volunteers at 
Fresh Express on Thursday, March 9th, 2017.    

Luke 3:11 ESV/265  
 "And He answered them, whoever has two tunics is to share with 

him who has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise".  

THERE IS HOPE FOR THE HUNGRY  

Carin Wharton  

I recently had the opportunity to come by and see a Thursday afternoon of 

Fresh Express in action. Needless to say, I was blown away, not only by the 

line of people in need in our very own neighborhood, but by the volunteers 

and the sheer organization I found inside.  Lines of people were formed and 

were able to select the items they needed through the Fresh Express       

program, just one of five free food programs AGAPE offers to the             

public.  Fresh Express is a program of the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank 

that provides fresh produce such as vegetables, fruits, fruit juices, milk, 

yogurt, and eggs.  I had the pleasure of speaking with organizer, Ruth 

Thomas, during my visit. She warm heartedly relayed that many of the    

donations received in bulk are from regional and local manufacturers, 

wholesalers, retailers and farmers as well as other food related               

companies.  I was overwhelmed by the generosity of these groups and their 

willingness to serve so many in need.  I also learned that AGAPE distributes 

food donated by our local Giant, Kirk's Auction Gallery and Sheetz.    

Fresh Express gives out between 25,000 to 35,000 pounds of food each 

WEEK valued between $20,000 to $40,000, depending on whether meat is 

included.  On April 6th, 2017, Fresh Express served 420 households despite 

the heavy down pour of rain.   Those 420 households accounted for 1,108 

people:  339 were children 17 years of age or younger, 523 were between the 

ages of 18 and 59, and 246 individuals were 60+ years of age . In 2016, this 

program alone distributed a total of 1,042,650 pounds of food to residents of 

Columbia  and  Montour Counties as well as a few from Luzerne and     

Northumberland Counties.   Fresh Express is open every Thursday from    

11 am to 4pm and all are welcome.    

 As I left the AGAPE center that day, I  realized that hunger reaches so 

close to home and so many people are in need.   To volunteer or make      

donations to any one of these programs, please call 570 -317-2210 or         

email info@agape -pa.org .   

Weekly Calendar  

 

AA:  Fridays  

8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  

 

NA:  

Tuesdays and Thursdays  

7 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

 

NAR -ANON Family Group:     

Thursdays  

7 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

 

SAA For Men:   

Sundays, 3 p.m. to 4 p.m.  

 

Daily Bread Meal for Community:  

Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

Thursdays 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

 

Adult Clothing Giveaway:  

First Tuesday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Third Friday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

 

Food Pantry:  Columbia County  

3rd  Friday of each month  

9 a.m. to 12 noon  

 

Fresh Express:   

Every Thursday  

11 a. m. to 4 p.m.  
 

Upcoming Events  

 

 

Renaissance Jamboree �²            
Saturday, April 29, Downtown 

Bloomsburg, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

 

 SAVE THE DATE �² 7th Annual  

Palooza, Saturday, August 26, 

Bloomsburg Town Park  

mailto:info@agape-pa.org

